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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Contact Name
Address 1
Address 2
Phone number
Email address

Date

Keep Kids in the Game for Life Through the STOP Sports Injuries Campaign 
Include a subheading here if more information is necessary 

CITY, STATE –– Sports injuries among young athletes are on the rise. According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), high school athletes account for an estimated 2 million injuries, 500,000 doctor visits and 30,000 hospitalizations every year. For April’s Youth Sports Safety Month, the XXXXX community and NAME OF YOUR ORGANIZATION have joined forces with ANY RELEVANT/HIGH PROFILE PARTNERS to promote the importance of youth sports safety.

ORGANIZATION will be holding an educational event on DATE at LOCATION for all coaches, athletes and parents who want to learn more about sports injury prevention. Agenda topics will include______. The cost for the event is _____. Call or e-mail _____ for more information and to register. 

The STOP Sports Injuries campaign was developed by the following organizations to educate athletes, parents, trainers, coaches and healthcare providers about the rapid increase in youth sports injuries, the necessary steps to help reverse the trend and the need to keep young athletes healthy:
· American Orthopaedic Society for Sports Medicine
· American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons
· American Academy of Pediatrics 
· American Medical Society for Sports Medicine
· Pediatric Orthopaedic Society of North America
· National Athletic Trainers’ Association
· National Strength and Conditioning Association 
· Safe Kids USA 

These organizations are dedicated to highlighting the importance of teaching proper prevention techniques, discussing the need for open communication between everyone involved in young athletes’ lives and encouraging those affected to sign The Pledge to be an advocate for sports safety. The campaign website and pledge are available at www.STOPSportsInjuries.org.

ADD IN QUOTE FROM YOUR ORGANIZATION/HIGH-PROFILE ATTENDEE ABOUT HOW EXCITED YOU ARE TO HOST THE EVENT AND PARTNER WITH THE STOP SPORTS INJURIES CAMPAIGN. 

“Regardless of whether the athlete is a professional, an amateur, an Olympian or a young recreational athlete, the number of sports injuries is increasing—but the escalation of injuries in kids is the most alarming,” said Dr. James Andrews, former president of the American Orthopaedic Society for Sports Medicine (AOSSM) and STOP Sports Injuries campaign co-chair. “Armed with the correct information and tools, today’s young athletes can remain healthy, play safe and stay in the game for life.”

Supporting the STOP Sports Injuries campaign are the country’s leading sports medicine organizations along with professional athletes and business leaders who have signed on as members of the campaign’s Council of Champions. This council will help raise additional awareness about this growing epidemic of youth sports injuries. Some of the founding members of the council include:

· Three-time Olympic soccer champion Christie Rampone
· Olympic champion speed skaters Bonnie Blair and Eric Heiden 
· Professional golfer Jack Nicklaus
· NFL Hall of Fame quarterback Bart Starr
· MLB baseball player John Smoltz
· NFL Hall of Fame defensive end Howie Long
· Heisman Trophy winner and St. Louis Rams quarterback Sam Bradford

About STOP Sports Injuries (www.STOPsportsinjuries.org)
STOP Sports Injuries’ comprehensive public outreach program focuses on the importance of sports safety specifically related to overuse and trauma injuries. The initiative not only raises awareness and provides education on injury reduction, but also highlights how playing safe and smart can enhance and extend a child’s athletic career, improve teamwork, reduce obesity rates and create a lifelong love of exercise and healthy activity. Our message underscores the problems of overuse and trauma and emphasizes the expertise of our coalition of experts.

YOUR ORGANIZATION’S WEBSITE
A PARAGRAPH ABOUT YOUR ORGANIZATION

###








Sample Media Pitch Email

PARTNER/PARTICIPANT:

Dear XXXX,

The STOP Sports Injuries campaign is sponsoring an exciting “Keep Kids in the Game educational event on DATE from TIME to TIME at LOCATION.

As an important leader of the TOWN community (As an important leader in local/national athletics), I would like YOU or NAME OF ORGANIZATION to attend or even cosponsor this event.

The STOP Sports Injuries campaign was developed by the following organizations to educate athletes, parents, trainers, coaches and healthcare providers about the rapid increase in youth sports injuries, the necessary steps to help reverse the trend, and the need to keep young athletes healthy:
· American Orthopaedic Society for Sports Medicine
· American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons
· American Academy of Pediatrics 
· American Medical Society for Sports Medicine
· Pediatric Orthopaedic Society of North America
· National Athletic Trainers’ Association
· National Strength and Conditioning Association 
· Safe Kids USA 

These organizations are dedicated to highlighting the importance of teaching proper prevention techniques, discussing the need for open communication between everyone involved in young athletes’ lives, and encouraging those affected to sign The Pledge to be an advocate for sports safety. More information on the campaign and pledge are available at www.STOPSportsInjuries.org.

Please see the press release/media advisory posted below and attached to this email for additional information, and feel free to contact me with any questions. We hope you are able to join us.

Best,
Name
Title
Affiliation
Contact info

POST ADVISORY/PRESS RELEASE HERE (also attach to email)
###


Sample Media Advisory 

DATE

Contact: 
Name, organization:
Phone:
Email:


NAME OF ORGANIZATION to Host “ Keep Kids in the Game for Life,” a STOP Sports Injuries Community Event

Local community promotes youth injury prevention for National Sports Safety Month

CITY, STATE –– Sports injuries among young athletes are on the rise. According to the national Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), high school athletes account for an estimated 2 million injuries, 500,000 doctor visits and 30,000 hospitalizations every year. For April’s National Sports Safety Month, the XXXXX community and NAME OF YOUR ORGANIZATION have joined forces with ANY RELEVANT/HIGH PROFILE PARTNERS to promote the importance of youth sport safety.

This event is part of the STOP Sports Injuries campaign to educate athletes, parents, trainers, coaches and health care providers about the rapid increase in youth sports injuries, the necessary steps to help reverse the trend and the need to keep young athletes healthy and in the game. The campaign highlights the importance of teaching proper prevention techniques, discussing the need for open communication between everyone involved in young athletes’ lives and encouraging those affected to sign The Pledge to be an advocate for sports safety. The campaign website and pledge are available at www.STOPSportsInjuries.org.

WHO: 	INCLUDE ORGANIZATION HOSTS, INDIVIDUAL PARTICIPANTS WORTH PROMOTING, PARTNERS

WHAT:  	“Keep Kids in the Game for Life,” a STOP Sports Injuries community event

WHEN:  	TIME START – FINISH 

WHERE: 	NAME OF LOCATION
	ADDRESS

About STOP Sports Injuries (www.STOPSportsInjuries.org)
STOP Sports Injuries’ comprehensive public outreach program focuses on the importance of sports safety—specifically relating to overuse and trauma injuries. The initiative not only raises awareness and provides education on injury reduction, but also highlights how playing safe and smart can enhance and extend a child’s athletic career, improve teamwork, reduce obesity rates and create a lifelong love of exercise and healthy activity. Our message underscores the problems of overuse and trauma and emphasizes the expertise of our coalition of experts.

A PARAGRAPH ABOUT YOUR ORGANIZATION AND YOUR WEBSITE ADDRESS.
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